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The SCOOOOP From Your Dog’s Se cond HomeSCOOP

To be a well-adjusted, polite member of society, your
pup needs a stimulating social life. The younger you
get started socializing your puppy, the better. Puppies
have stages of emotional and social development, and
it is during these crucial early stages that you should
expose your puppy to as many different experiences
as possible.This will enable him to handle new or
stressful situations later in life.

The all important pack
Whether or not you have other dogs in the house, it
is important that your dog gets along with his own
kind. Early interaction with other dogs will teach the
young pup how to approach another dog politely, and
give the right body signals to diffuse any potential
aggression. It will also teach him to inhibit his own
tendency for aggression. Puppies learn these social
skills in the litter, and sometime miss out if removed
from their mother too soon. Some ways to compen-
sate for this are to make play dates with other dog
owners, or to bring your dog to doggy day care sev-
eral days a week.

The rest of us
Introduce your pup to as many different types of
people and other species of animals as possible.
Expose your pup to children of all ages, the elderly,
and persons with disabilities. Also, practice having

large, small, bearded, quiet, and loud people greet
your dog. Remember: interactions (especially with
children) should always be supervised to ensure that
they result in a positive association for the pup. If you
want your dog to be gentle with cats, birds, rabbits,
or other small animals, introduce them frequently
while the puppy is very young.

Have pup, will travel
The young pup should be a social butterfly—and
something of a jetsetter! Try taking him to the dog
park, the people park, other people’s homes, and
stores. Get your pup used to crowds, high traffic
areas, car rides, trains, and boats. A well-traveled dog
travels well, so if you plan on making your dog an
enjoyable companion, get him out in the world early!

Early socialization is critical to your puppy’s healthy
development.Try these tips with your new compan-
ion, and you’ll have a calm, well-rounded adult dog
who can handle new situations with confidence.

Susan Claire, Certified Pet Dog Trainer, is the owner
of PlayTrain Positive Dog Training in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.


