
Adopting older dogs brings many rewards besides the
warm fuzzies of knowing you’ve rescued a noble beast that
might otherwise have faced a bleak future.

In my experience, animals well past the “puppy” stage are
easier to train, sleep through the night, have outgrown that
destructive, chew-on-everything phase, and are most eager
to please because you fill their bowls with food and their
days with love.

For them, it
might not have
always been that
way. Dogs have
remarkable
memories. Older
dogs know their
lives have
changed for the
better, and they
recognize you
for the savior
you are.

This is not to say that some older dogs won’t have issues
you need to work through. Maybe there was some ill
treatment that will make the dog shy at first. Perhaps some
training will be required to overcome bad behaviors
learned at the feet of the previous owners.The point is,
there’s a period of adjustment in all relationships and it's
likely to be shorter with a mature animal.Why? Because
the animal’s personality is already well established, and it’s
those characteristics that made you fall in love and want
to take him/her/them home in the first place.The dog you

meet is the dog you get! Plus, most have already been
spayed/neutered which means you've got extra money to
spend on toys and treats.

Finally, it’s a myth that you can’t bond with an older dog
the way you can with a newborn. Exactly the opposite is
true.You can start spending "quality time" with an older
pet immediately because they know the drills: walking, cud-
dling, fetching.

Chasing a puppy around can be tiring and frustrating and
requires dog proofing the entire home. Sure, it’s a labor of
love. But why not accept the love of an older pet without
all the labor! 

My rescued dogs,Toby, Duke and Nick, at some point realized
that they're now "home". It seems that everyday in some deli-
cate way they say, "thanks...we finally matter, someone really
cares!"

Cris Kramschuster - DDC customer & superhero to
sickly, unwanted and abandoned pets.

Jim Hundt & Sam
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Oldies But Goodies
By Jackie Schwanberg

SCOOP
SCOOP

• Dr. Brenda Biermeier

• The Poop: Staff Changes

• Monster Halloween Bash

• September / October Calendar

What’s Inside:

Nick, Duke, & Toby


